
 The main focus of 

this year will be on our second 

idea.  This has been a subject 

that has be around since 1999 

when I first pledged the frater-

nity and I am sure was around 

when you were a brother.  

How do we create an environ-

ment that encourages alumni 

support and involve-

ment?  Through close rela-

tions with the Officers of the 

Chapter we have been able to 

host joint events in order 

to combine our resources and 

talents to achieve a similar 

goal.  We hope to create the 

type of environment necessary 

to foster relationships and get 

back to the basics of why we 

all joined Rho Chapter of 

Theta Tau; brotherhood and 

lasting friendship.  

 

In H&T, 

John Lemire P1085  

XX! YY! VV! 

Dear Brother, 

I have been given the honor 

and pleasure this year to serve 

as the President of the Board 

of Directors for the Rho of 

Theta Tau Housing Corpora-

tion.  At our annual meeting 

in January the Board agreed it 

was time to regroup our ef-

forts and get back to the ba-

sics; creating and focusing on 

three core ideas:  

1. Manage the rental of 4 

Maiden Lane to the 

Chapter,  continue to 

offer affordable housing 

to the brothers, and en-

sure the existence of a 

Chapter House. 

2. Reconnect with the 

Alumni of Rho Chapter 

and seek better alumni 

and student relations. 

3. Plan for the future pur-

chase and management of 

a Chapter House. 

 We have already de-

termined that the first idea 

works well.  We are the lease 

holder for 4 Maiden Lane and 

sublease the rooms in the 

house to brothers much like a 

normal rental property.  The 

Chapter leases the common 

rooms and shares in the finan-

cial responsibility necessary to 

maintain the Chapter 

House.  In time our goal is to 

align the rental to fit with the 

more traditional Fraternity 

housing where rent is low 

enough that brothers are wait-

ing in line to move in and 

those who are not living in the 

house share in the financ-

ing.  Through careful plan-

ning and alumni support we 

hope this will lead to idea 

three becoming a reality.  

President’s Report 
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 The last year has been 

an extremely successful one for 

the Housing Corporation on 

two fronts: our net worth has 

increased and we have made 

great strides toward increasing 

fellowship between our alumni 

brethren. 

 At the beginning of 

April, 2006 we had roughly 

$19,000 in total assets; at the 

beginning of April this year we 

have approximately $24,000.  

That is an increase of around 

26%.  I am very happy to re-

port that we have maintained a 

level of growth similar to this 

for the past two years. We 

won’t be buying a house to-

morrow, but with our current 

level of support, we will have a 

permanent home for our chap-

ter within the next decade. 

 A key area that we are 

falling behind in is collection 

on our promissory notes.  This 

is not because brothers do not 

want to contribute, but most 

of the time because they do 

not remember the notes.  

Luckily for me this is an area 

everyone can help with; please 

take a minute to remember if 

you have honored your note 

and, if not, contact me so that 

we can get it taken care of. 

 While the Housing 

Corporation’s mandate is to 

purchase and maintain a chap-

ter house, the board has seen 

fit to take on another, unoffi-

cial, duty in the form of orga-

nizing an annual reunion ban-

quet.  The brothers on the 

board felt that increasing so-

cial activity amongst our 

alumni was an extremely wor-

thy cause and brainstormed 

how best to achieve this goal.  

Several of us have often no-

ticed other fraternal organiza-

tions having reunions and 

decided we should do some-

thing similar.  The banquet 

was to be very similar to Cen-

tennial banquet we had in 

2004 with one major differ-

ence, there was to be abso-

lutely no fundraising at the 

event; it was important to us 

that our brothers know we 

were interested in having fel-

lowship with them and had no 

other agenda.  We set a date, 

made the preparations and 

had an absolute blast.  The 

only snag to the entire event 

was some problems with the 

invitations being sent out; 

some brothers did not receive 

them until after the event had 

passed.  They were mailed over 

a month in advance, but in an 

effort to save money they were 

sent bulk mail.  I had no idea 

that bulk mail was so slow and 

I apologize to any brother who 

would liked to have attended 

the reunion and was not given 

proper notice.  Next year they 

will all be individually 

stamped.  That being said, I 

have already made reservations 

at Sheraton for next April’s 

banquet… I hope to see you 

there. 

 I hope this newsletter 

finds everyone in good health.  

If any of you are ever in San-

ford, please don’t hesitate to 

call… I’ll buy you supper. 

 

In H&T, 

John Cooper 

P1083 

XX! ZZ! VV! 

Treasurer’s Report 

“We won’t be buying 

a house tomorrow, 

but with our current 

level of support, we 

will have a 

permanent home for 

our chapter within 

the next decade.” 
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Corporation Update 

As of April our assets are 
approximately $24,000. 



Recent Donations 

 

 

Thank you for your 

support!. 
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Student members gave 
over $2000 last year. 
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$500

$1,000

$1,500

$2,000

$2,500

$3,000

$3,500

$4,000

Alumni  $4,000  $1,026  $1,025  $2,232  $1,978  $930  $365  $50 
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We would like to thank the following Brothers for their donations since our last newsletter: 

• Brian Cooper P1082 

• John Lemire P1085 

• Matthew Tunney P1087 

• Steve Thomas P1050 

• Matthew Griffith P1065 

• Michael Thompson P1075 

• Scott Stamey P1049 

• John Cooper P1083 

• Rho Student Members 

• Tyler Cox P973 

• Robert Hinkle, Jr.  P309 

• James Price P1031 

• John Pergerson P1092 

• Kenneth Ritchie P1108 

• Scott Brame P1101 

Donations To Date 

 



 As in previous years 

one of our main goals is main-

taining alumni relations.  To 

that end we have continued to 

update and expand our 

Alumni Database and to com-

pile more information about 

the history of Chapter.  The 

database serves as a more fluid 

companion to the Chapter 

Archive Project. 

 The newly expanded 

Alumni Database allows us to 

store additional information 

about each brother:   

• Pledge Semester and Ini-
tiation Date 

• Big Brother 

• Officer Positions by Se-
mester 

• Graduation Date 

• Degrees 

• Occupation and Employer 

• Military Service 

• Awards 

 Using the software 

that drives the popular 

Wikipedia site we can store 

and easily cross reference this 

information.  Custom code 

now also updates documents 

on the fly like our “Chapter 

Family Tree” whenever infor-

mation is modified. 

 In our research we 

recently uncovered another 

historic event in the history of 

Rho Chapter. According to 

the NCSU Alumni Magazine 

the school's Alma Mater was 

composed by two ROTC ca-

dets. They attended a camp 

and were dismayed by the fact 

that the other universities had 

their own songs while NCSU 

did not. Three years later Bon-

nie Frank Norris Jr. wrote the 

music and Alvin Fountain 

wrote the lyrics. Brother Nor-

ris in turn is Rho 29, one of 

our founders.  

In H&T, 

Michael Thompson P1075 

ZZ! VV! 

oldest house on the street.  It was 

built sometime around 1893 by B. 

Irby a professor at NC A&M Col-

lege (NCSU).  Previously we be-

lieved our house dated to the early 

1920’s.  The house was sold to the 

Brewer family in 1898, and they 

retained ownership through the 

1970’s. 

 Currently there is no 

financial or legal impact to the 

 As of May 3rd, 2006 

our Chapter House is now offi-

cially part of a National Historic 

District.  We first learned of this 

through an article in the News 

and Observer.  The Corporation 

has obtained copies of the filing 

and we now know a little more of 

the background of our house. 

 In particular 4 Maiden 

Lane is now believed to be the 

Chapter due to this change.  How-

ever it does open the possibility in 

the future for voluntary tax credits 

for restoration and maintenance.  

Please let us know if you would 

like a copy of the filing or addi-

tional information. 

Information from National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form, 
dated 09-30-2005. 

Secretary’s Report 

Maiden Lane Historic District 

Did you know? 

The Music for 

NCSU’s Alma 

Mater was written 

by Bonnie F. 

Norris, Jr. P29. 
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Corporation Update 

Ten Years at Maiden Lane, 
and our third occupation 
since 1947. 



We would love to hear from 

you and appreciate any feed-

back you have to offer.  Please 

feel free to send us mail or 

contact us via email at      

housing@rhoncsu.org. 

Additionally if you have any 

old pictures or documents 

related to the Chapter we 

would greatly appreciate cop-

ies.  Stories, officer positions 

you held, your family tree, and 

any other information you 

would like to share will help us 

fill in the history of our Chap-

ter.  In particular little infor-

mation prior to the late 1960’s 

has survived. 

If you would like to help main-

tain our information and his-

tory database online please let 

us know.  

 

To help you update our records 

please use our online survey 

available here: 

http://rhohousing.org/survey/ 

 

View  our Chapter Family Tree: 

http://rhoncsu.org/tree/ 

• Derek Elin P1034 was 

married to Renee Wolcott 

on May 30th, 2006. 

 

• SGM Mark Thompson 

P777 was recalled to active 

duty as the Log Warrior 

Section OIC at Fort Lee. 

• Steve Thomas P1050 has 

been promoted to Civil 

Department Manager at 

Stewart Engineering, lo-

cated in Wilmington, NC. 

• Tommy Faulkner P1060 

has been promoted to 

V.P., Director of Con-

struction Services at Stew-

art Engineering. 

• Zeke Johnston P1106 was 

married to Kat Mundorf 

on March 24th, 2007. 

 

• Matt Griffith P1065 and 

wife Christy are the proud 

parents of Natalie and 

Daniel. 

Comments or Questions 

Alumni News 

Lost Brothers 
• Tucker, Edwin Lee '27 

• Moody, Elmer Odell '26 

• Hipps, Jesse Bennett '29 

• Smith, Walter Tilford '29 

• Garibaldi, William T. '30 

• Gibson, John Melvin '31 

• Caldwell, Ralph M., Jr. '31 

• Pate, Gordon Sanders '32 

• Richardson, Robert  '32 

• Franklin, Louis Octavius '32 

• Barrier, Goerge Lewis '32 

• McKenzie, Thomas J. '33 

• Jones, William  Jr. '34 

• House, Daniel Murray '33 

• Rogers, Charles Nicholas '35 

• Jordan, George Macon '35 

• Scarborough, H.  Jr. '37 

• Sloan, John Carl, Jr. '39 

• Dixon, George Thomas '41 

• Lambe, Thomas William '42 

• Randall, Fred, Jr. '41 

• Ferebee, Stephen, Jr. '42 

• Kelly, Raymond Smith '43 

• Babcock, Willard  '39  

The following are some of our 

Brothers listed as lost by the Cen-

tral Office.  A complete list is on 

our website.  If you have any con-

tact information for them please 

let us know, or have them contact 

the Corporation directly. 

• Moffitt, John R. '26 

• Wray, George W. '25 

• Anthony, John Alston '27 

 

There are currently 

over 180 lost 

brothers.  We need 

your help to find 

them. 
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Help us update and main-
tain the history of our 
Chapter. 



c/o John Cooper 
92 Northridge Trail 
Sanford, NC 
27330-8355 

Phone: (919) 749-3051 
E-mail: housing@rhoncsu.org 

R H O  O F  T H E T A  T A U   
H O U S I N G  C O R P O R A T I O N  

The goal of the Rho of Theta Tau Housing Corporation is to raise 

capital to purchase and maintain a permanent chapter house for 

Rho Chapter of Theta Tau.  The Corporation has been in continu-

ous operation for almost seven years after being restarted in late 

2000.  The Corporation has been actively managing our current 

Chapter House at 4 Maiden Lane since August 2005. 

Mission Statement 

 

We’re on the Web! 

rhohousing.org 
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